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ST. PETERSBURG –
Next Monday, Jan. 14, the
famous MLK Day Parade
will take place winding
through the streets of
downtown St. Petersburg.
But if you are looking for
the same old route or the
same old parade from
years past, you may be
surprised.
In November, the city
denied longtime organizer Sevell Brown III the
permit to put on the parade, granting it instead

to the Pinellas County
Chapter of the Southern
Christian
Leadership
Conference (SCLC) and
Advantage Village Academy (AVA).
Under new leadership, the “MLK Dream
Big” 2017 Family Fun
Festival has been incorporated into the mix to give
residents and visitors a
chance to mingle and get
to know one another.
“We wanted to find
something that was inclusive,”
said
Toriano
Parker, founder of AVA.
“That’s where the idea to

tack on a day of fun at the
end of the parade came
from. “We’re trying to
have something there for
everybody, young or old.”
The parade will disband near Tropicana
Field and everyone is invited to cross the street
and enjoy the family
friendly festival.
For the nostalgic at
heart, the parade will indeed take place this year,
amidst some doubt. Once
labeled nationally as the
largest MLK Day parade
around, visitors from all
over the nation would

flock here to partake in
the celebration. But
Copeland and Parker felt
over the years the parade
had grown tired and
needed some new ideas.
“We didn’t have a
whole year to plan for it,”
said SCLC Executive Director Jeff Copeland.
“That kind of put us behind a little bit.”
But since November
it has been phone call
after phone call on a daily
basis finagling deals
with some sweet-talking

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Political scientist Dr.
Wilmer Leon kicked off
the 2017 Heritage Lecture Series Jan. 9 at
the Greater Mt. Zion
AME.
A published author,
Leon was a lecturer/
teaching associate in the
political science department at Howard University in Washington,
D.C. He is a nationally
broadcast radio talk
show host, a syndicated
columnist and regular
political commentator on
national and international news programs.
Leon called Dr. King
“one of the greatest martyrs in the history of this

country” and said that in
the years since his assassination, he has been disturbed by what seems to
be the “co-opting” of
King’s message, his
essence and even his
persona.
He said the message,
actions and ultimate sacrifice of Dr. King the visionary, the prophet and
the revolutionary “has
been hijacked, it has
been compromised to
where he has, in my
opinion, been relegated
to just a dreamer,” Leon
stated.
People are comfortable with dreamers, he
said, because dreamers
are safe. To be a
dreamer you must be in
a restful state, Leon explained, adding that

tion is not necessary.
“It allows the oppressed to be fooled into
being patient,” he said,
“and non-revolutionary.”
Leon noted that the
theme of his lecture—
”Charging
forward,
changing the world”—
See HERITAGE, page 7

See LECTURE, page 8

See PARADE, page 7

Dr. Wilmer Leon, left,
and Pastor Clarence Williams
they’re usually docile,
easy to manipulate and
they’re also “incredibly,
incredibly non-threatening.” To cast Dr. King in
the light of a dreamer allows people to be convinced that the change
that results through
clear vision and direct ac-

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Dr.
Julianne Malveaux, former
president of Bennett College
and author of books including
“Are We Better Off? Race,
Obama and Public Policy,”
took to the podium at the 2017
Heritage Lecture Series at
the Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church.
At the outset of her lecture, Malveaux asked those
on hand: “Are we better off because of President Obama?”
She said the answer quite
frankly, is no.
“But we’re about to get
worse off,” she said.
Certainly, the president
ushered us through an extremely important economic
recovery, she conceded, with
a decrease in unemployment
rates in general, but it is still
high for African Americans.
“We lost in the AfricanAmerican community trillions
of dollars’ worth of wealth because of the housing crisis,”
she said, adding that about 70
percent of whites own their
homes but only 45 percent of
African Americans are homeowners. “It’s down roughly
two percent from 2009.”
People lost their homes
due to such factors as underwater mortgages and insufficient credit, but also because
the president—having passed
good legislation—didn’t put
the dollars into H.U.D. to implement it, Malveaux said.
“So there are people who
could have gotten more favorable mortgage terms and they
didn’t get them,” she said.
A former president of a
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Never can say goodbye
Dear Editor
January 20, 2017, is a
few days away and the realities of no more Barack and
Michelle Obama in the
White House are bittersweet. The sweetness is
that they have been an incredible family to represent
this great country. The bitter is that the intelligence,
dignity and grace that we
have come to know and appreciate will be no more.
Like any other competing emotions, we all must
find ways to ensure we keep
the Obamas in our prayers,
hearts and cherish the moments that became endearing to so many around the
world.
My memories begin
with the pre-Obama election beginning after the
2004 Democratic National
Convention where he gave
the keynote address and introduced his beautiful and
awesome wife. There was
no doubt in my mind that
Barack Hussein Obama and
Michelle Obama were
going to be the next President and First Lady of the
United States.
I began supporting my
belief by standing at Walmart on Saturdays talking
about Obama to whoever
would listen, primarily people of color that I thought
would struggle with the
thought of a person of color
ascending to the highest office in the land and becoming the leader of the free
world.
My thoughts were correct. I was often confronted
with two statements: “I am
not voting for him simply
because he is black” or “I
don’t know him.” My response was always the
same: “I would not expect
you to vote for him simply
because he was black.” And
would often add that Steve
Harvey asserted from the
very beginning that that
was exactly why he was
supporting Obama, and he

was proud of it.
President Obama came
to the table comfortable and
confident with a wife who
was unmistakably black and
a wife who stood eye to eye
to him. Being a woman who
is unmistakably black and a
woman who stands 5’11” in
flats, I knew that Michelle’s
physical stature would pose
a major threat to some
brothers. Then you add to
the mix that she was not
only Ivy League educated,
but she also served as his
boss at one point.
Without knowing President Obama personally, I
was confident that he was
very comfortable in whom
he was as a black man. His
confidence, added to his
own Ivy League training
and years in the Illinois
State Senate and the U.S.
Senate, made me confident
that he was the one!
My response to the
comment: “I don’t know
him” was, “How many presidential candidates do you
personally know?” Some
would comment they knew
Hillary because she had
been in the White House.
My response to that was
often: “Some of the maids
have been in the White
House too, does that mean
they should run for President of the United States?”
Not a very popular response, but a response
nonetheless to comments
that were baseless and most
often coming from a place of
fear that someone of color
could dare aspire to be the
President of the United
States.
The next phase down
the Obama memory lane
would be the announcement that he had been
elected as the first AfricanAmerican president. He
had secured 365 Electoral
College votes and 52 percent of the popular vote.
The moment was surreal
and was captured on the
front page of the St. Peters-

Lincoln Cemetery and slavery

burg Times with me having
one of the most serious ugly
faces crying tears of joy.
One of the first thoughts
to come to mind was to
wonder if my parents knew
from heaven that we had
elected the first AfricanAmerican president and
that all three of their children and many of their
grandchildren had been afforded the opportunity to
cast their votes.
The final phase down
the Obama memory lane
would be the moment that I
had to admit that I didn’t
agree with some of his cabinet appointments, nor did I
agree with some of his policy decisions. As I have said
too many who are either in
leadership or want to be in
leadership, I have yet to find
an individual who I agreed
with 100 percent of the time,
and that included President
Obama!
I have reveled in the fact
that in spite of those things
I disagreed with President
Obama about, I always respected and honored his decision. He made the best
decision he could and his
motives were always guided
by what was in the best interest of this country.
So, my friends as we bid
farewell to the Obamas, I
will personally keep the
lyrics of the Jackson 5’s
1971 Motown release in
mind: “I never can say goodbye, no, no, no, no.”
Maria L. Scruggs,
President, St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP
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Dear Editor,
As many of you know,
Lincoln Cemetery continues to be a concern
for local residents. The
historically black cemetery located in Gulfport
is the final resting place
for over 6,000 AfricanAmerican men, woman
and children, many of
whom were born into
slavery.
The unsightly condition of the cemetery has
prompted many local
residents to take matters
into their own hands
with regards to the
cleanup and maintenance. With decades of
neglect, the cemetery
had become a haven for
the homeless who find
refuge amongst the overgrown foliage and dilapidated headstones.
Today, however, we
see the efforts of local
residents who have dedicated their time and personal resources to the
cleanup and preservation of Lincoln Cemetery; although, much
more work has to be
done.
The importance of
Lincoln Cemetery to the
history of this county
and the United States as
a whole cannot be overstated. It remains a remnant of U.S. slavery, Jim
Crow and segregation in
the south.
For local AfricanAmerican residents, the

cemetery is not only the
final resting place of family, friends and loved
ones, but it is also a reminder of the struggle
and sacrifice of the enslaved in their quest for
freedom and equality.
For this reason, local
African Americans feel a
deep sense of connection
to Lincoln Cemetery.
History tells us that
the task of burying a
slave duly laid on the family and friends of the deceased. During U.S.
slavery,
burial
and
mourning of the loss of a
fellow slave or loved one,
was usually held at night
or on Sundays, as not to
interfere with work
hours, depending on the
manner of death and the
whims of the slave owner.
The burial process is
historically very important to African Americans. During slavery, it
was looked upon as a
way of humanizing and
celebrating the “freedom” of a fellow slave.
Death itself was considered freedom for many
of the enslaved because
the pain of living was, in
most cases, so brutal.
By many accounts of
former slaves, which can
be found online in the Liof
Congress
brary
archives (loc.gov), it was
not uncommon to see fellow slaves “starved to
death, worked to death,
to
death,
whipped
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burned to death, beat to
death, shot to death, ran
to death, choked to
death,
kicked
and
chained to death.”
Lincoln Cemetery is
also home to AfricanAmerican doctors, teachers, clergyman, business
owners,
domestics,
nurses, mothers, fathers,
children and veterans
who fought in every
major American war/
conflict since the Civil
War. The African Americans buried in Lincoln,
though diverse in backgrounds and professions, have one thing in
common: they all called
Pinellas County home,
particularly St. Petersburg, at some point in
their lives.
pride
local
The
African Americans feel
with respect to Lincoln
Cemetery can be seen in
the tears of visiting relatives and the devotion of
local volunteers who
work tirelessly try to
keep it clean of debris
and vandalism.
Chico Cromartie
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Johnnie B. Mack goes home
ST. PETERSBURG –
Community
activist
Johnnie B. Mack departed this life Tuesday,
Dec. 6 at St. Anthony’s
Hospital.
Born August 17,
1925, in Waynesboro,
Ga., to the late Homer
Washington and Mary
Curtis, she received her
education in Burke
County, Ga., and was
united in marriage to the
late Johnnie James Mack
in Louisville, Ga.
At an early age, Mrs.
Mack gave her life to
Christ. She joined Robin
Grove Missionary Baptist Church in Waynesboro, Ga., and when she
moved to St. Pete in 1957
she subsequently joined
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church, where she
worked faithfully with
the youth program and
sung in the choir.
She continued her
spiritual journey at Mt.
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, Greater St.
Paul Missionary Baptist
Church, Bethel Community Church and Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church.
Mrs. Mack began
working at age 14. She
held various jobs over
the years, including
working at a funeral
home and as a nurse at
in both Georgia and
Mercy Hospital here in
St. Pete.
After leaving the
nursing profession in
1958, she began working
in private homes as a do-

Johnnie B. Mack at her
90th birthday party in 2015.
mestic worker, where
she retired after 23
years.
In 1970, Mrs. Mack
became a community organizer and activist. Interested in crime watch,
she even appeared with
George Kennedy on a
TV series documentary
about crime in America.
She began working
with residents and city
leaders to establish the
first neighborhood association in 1970. In that
same year, she was
elected president of the
Fruitland Heights Neighborhood Association and
president of ICA. For 41
years she was a constant
fixture as a volunteer for
the City of St. Petersburg
Police Department Resource Center.
She logged countless
hours of volunteer work,
and in 2005 she was

among 100 community
volunteers recognized
by the police department
for having contributed
more than 26,000 volunteer hours, saving taxpayers and estimated
$456,425.
Mrs. Mack also traveled the state of Florida
speaking out against
drugs, participated in
anti-drug marches and
received many awards
for service to the community.
Johnnie leaves behind four children to
cherish her memory:
Dorothy Wilson, Linda
Mack-Bivens, Kenneth
Mack and adopted son
Clarence Wilson; and
four grandchildren: Dexter Drake (deceased),
Avery Bivens, Kendalyne Mack and Kenneth
Mack, Jr.
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CASA offers comfort for the abused
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The cry for help against domestic violence crosses all
socio-economic, gender,
age and racial lines. The
non-profit
organization
Community Action Stops
Abuse (CASA), located at
1011 1st Ave. N, provides
resources that aid victims
in breaking the vicious
cycle of abuse.
CASA will be utilizing
their MLK Day of Service
award to assemble Peace
Baskets to greet new participants when they come
to the facility for the first
time seeking assistance.
According to Lola
Blevins, outreach lead advocate for CASA, the Peace
Baskets will be filled with
several items that though
simple in nature are a way
for the victims to gain a mo-

ment of peace and encouragement while experiencing
dangerous,
unpredictable turmoil in
their lives.
“There will be a journal
inside,” Blevins explained.
“Because it helps one to
discover they have a voice.”
Blevins explained that
when people are abused
they lose their voice and
this will put them on a path
to finding it.
“The journal does not
have to be written, they can
draw pictures, colors, clip
things out of a magazine,
anything to show how they
feel. There will also be a
square mirror that will
have words of encouragement on it.”
Blevins hopes that
when they look at their reflections and the decoupage words “I got this”
on the frame, it will be an
empowering experience
for them.

“I want them to know
they already have the
power within,” she said.
Also inside the peace
baskets will be a mug,
again with words of encouragement, and the basket will be filled with
samples of herbal teas and
scented votive candles,
inviting a moment of relaxation.
“This is so they understand they have time for
themselves,”
stated
Blevins. “It is two to three
minutes of peace. It’s a
non-expensive way to have
peace in your life.”
Current CASA support
group participants will
write messages of encouragement and place them in
the baskets. Members of
the organization feel this
will give them an opportunity to offer empowerment
and encouragement to others on the same journey as
they are.

The outside of the baskets will be decorated by
Creative Clay of St. Petersburg and the students at
Shorecrest Preparatory
School. Volunteer Coordinator Kelly Steel was approached by Shorecrest for
volunteer opportunities,
and she knew this project
would be a perfect fit.
The students and the
Creative Clay team are now
in the process decorating
and painting: “May your
days be full of promise and
your nights full of peace”
on the baskets. On the actual Day of Service, Creative Clay, Shorecrest
students and CASA employees and volunteers will
assemble them at the
CASA’s administration office.
The Peace Basket project is certainly a group effort.
Grants
and
Compliance Coordinator
Sue Nichols secured the

grant, staffer Kris Nowland
purchased the items and
outreach advocates collected all of the inspirational notes from the
support group participants
to place in the baskets.
CASA’s headquarters is
not a residential center, but
it offers many valuable
services to the community,
including referrals to emergency shelters, counseling,
child protection and elder
abuse advocacy, support
groups and job coaching.
From 2015-16, CASA
handled 5,558 hotline calls
of which 4,767 were classified as a crisis. They served
468 adults and children and
gave out 15,160 referrals.

Unfortunately, they had to
turn away 2,425 people due
to lack of space at their
shelters.
Blevins feels that the
Peace Baskets are a true
reflection of the thoughts
and words of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
“He had a dream where
everybody came together,”
she reflected. “He wanted
to bring the community together to live in peace,
work together and revitalize the neighborhoods to
live quality lives.”
Please send your MLK
Day of Service project photos
to editor@theweeklychallenger.com by Jan. 17.

Corey Givens, Jr. announces candidacy for City Council, District 6
ST. PETERSBURG –
This past Monday, community activist Corey
Givens, Jr. officially filed
to run for St. Petersburg
City Council, District 6.
Currently represented by
Councilman Karl Nurse,
who is term limited, the
district encompasses most
of downtown St. Petersburg and southeast portions of the city.
Givens was joined by
family and close friends at
City Hall to file his paperwork.
“My friends, family
and members of my
church have encouraged
me to continue my service

on city council,” Givens,
Jr. said. “We face challenges as a city, but I know
when we work together
we’ll solve them together.
That’s what I’ve been
doing in my community
and that’s what I’ll continue to do on city council.”
Givens, Jr. is active in
numerous
community
groups and organizations
including the City Beautiful Commission, the Police Athletic League,
Lakewood Elementary,
where he serves on the
PTA and as a mentor, the
St. Petersburg NAACP,
the Citizens Advisory

Council, Lakewood Terrace Neighborhood Association, his fraternity and
church.
“My family taught me
about service to community and giving back,”
Givens, Jr. said of his cominvolvement.
munity
“Those values are reinforced every day by my
faith and my church.”
This is Givens, Jr. second run for office. In 2012
he ran for Pinellas County
School board on a platform of preparing south
St. Petersburg’s youth for
the jobs of the future.
That
campaign
was
marred when it was re-

vealed that he had embellished his education.
“It was a stupid and
misguided mistake and
one I regret still,” he said.
“But I learned from it and
it drove me to get even
more involved in my community. Everyone makes
mistakes, but it’s how you
rebound from those mistakes that define you as a
leader. I apologized to
those who put their faith
in me and I’ve worked
hard to successfully rebuild that trust with my
supporters and the community.”
If elected, the St. Pete
native would be the

youngest councilmember
in St. Petersburg’s history.
For more information

about Givens, Jr. and his
candidacy,
visit
www.CoreyGivens.com.
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The Florida Dream Center cleaning up neighborhoods
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Florida Dream Center has
been giving back to the
community for years by
providing an array of
human services. From
working with sex trafficking survivors, feeding the
hungry and helping the
homeless, the center is
dedicated to assisting others.
Since 2014, the nonprofit organization based
out of Clearwater, has incorporated their Adopt-ABlock
program
to
revitalize worn looking
neighborhoods one block
at a time.
Their efforts have
helped residents with
electrical and minor
house repairs, as well as
landscaping and clearing
out debris to cut down on
crime. And on the MLK
Day of Service, they will
continue their tradition of
giving back to the Pinellas
County community.
“There are two parts
to our MLK days of service,” said Executive Administrative
Assistant
Zelda O’ Connell.
One of the services
being offered on a day
when the nation is finding

ways to give back is to
help families in need with
items that are not normally covered by food
stamps, but take a toll on
the pocketbook.
In both the Lealman
and Childs Park neighborhoods where the
Florida Dream Center has
adopted as their help
zones based on a Pinellas
County Commission Report that lists the top five
pockets of poverty in
Pinellas County, residents
who applied will receive
free toiletries on the Day
of Service.
“We do this every Saturday as part of our
Adopt-a-Block service,”
said O’Connell.
organization
The
wanted to include their
every week community
service project of providing hygiene products on
the day of service to bring
attention on a broader
scale to the need that is
prevalent in the areas that
they service.
On January 14, multiple residents will receive
toiletries and lawn care
services in both Lealman
and in Childs Park. Volunteers will mow lawns, haul
trash, bag leaves and even
perform minor repairs for

residents in need.
Both Lealman and
Childs Park are areas that
are serviced each week
and additionally aided
with food, clothing and
minor home repairs to
avoid violations through
code enforcement and upkeep the maintenance of
their residences.
But the attention the
organization will get on
the MLK Day of Service
is something that the
Florida Dream Center
hopes will bring more volunteers to their organization and bring in more
funds from businesses
and other sources so
more can be done
throughout the community.
Those receiving assistance on MLK Day submitted vouchers detailing
their specific needs,
whether personal hygiene
items, clothes, etc. and
the Florida Dream Center
worked to fill their need.
But their main project
will be the beautification
of a home on Union Street
that has fallen into disrepair. Approached by a Boy
Scout group that operates
in that area, the Florida
Dream Center heard
about one of the Scout

Volunteers sprucing up the Childs Park area back in August.
members living in a home
that could be dangerous.
“The son of the lady
who owns [it] was living
in an at-risk scenario with
a house that was in disarray,” said O’Connell.
According to the organization, the roof and
ceiling leaked and various
plumbing problems existed before the city and
faith-based organizations
stepped in to ensure repairs were done. The
Florida Dream Center
worked with the City of
St. Petersburg and the
homeowner was able to
receive a grant through
the city to fix her house.
Florida Dream Center
partnered with various

other organizations in
order to make improvements on the home as
part of the MLK Day of
Service project. St. Petersburg College, Pasadena
Community, New Path
and Grace Connection
Churches all stepped in to
shoulder some of the responsibility.
The Adopt-a-Block volunteers then took over
the landscaping, providing the homeowner much
needed relief and the
young Boy Scout a safe
place to live. Some of the
funding for both projects
was provided by the MLK
Day of Service funding
award, while the remaining balance will be cov-

ered by donations received.
Both Lealman Adopt-aBlock Program Director
Steve Cleveland Director
and President of Florida
Dream Center Pastor Bill
Losasso are driving forces
behind the project’s success and encourage those
wanting to make a difference to give it a try.
If interested in joining,
or donating to the MLK
Day of Service project,
contact O’Connell at
zelda@floridadreamcenter.org, or call 727-2400734 to preregister.
Please send your MLK
Day of Service project photos to editor@theweeklychallenger.com by Jan. 17.
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Habitat for Humanity sprucing up the neighborhood
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Each year when Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day rolls
around, residents swarm
downtown for the parade
and family fun activities. But
a good portion of folks also
spend months planning how
they can give back to the
community on the MLK
Day of Service.
Habitat for Humanity
spends a great deal of time
and effort all year long helping families build homes.
And on Monday, Jan., 16,
their plan is to spruce up a
south side neighborhood by
painting sun-faded homes.
“We’re really looking forward to having this day on
and not a day off,” said Habitat for Humanity Volunteer
Coordinator Linzy Wilson.
In conjunction with the
Neighborhood Preservation Partnership program,
volunteers will take the day
to revitalize worn out homes
and get neighborhoods

looking nice for the new
year. Homeowners were already identified to receive
assistance, but after receiving a grant from the MLK
Day of Service, Habitat for
Humanity decided to gather
the troops and hit as many
houses as they can throughout the day.
“They were already
going to be getting painted
at some point,” said Wilson,
who was in the process of
recruiting volunteers. It’s
just a great fit to put this together with the MLK
event.”
Homes targeted will be
in the Melrose/Mercy area,
which will be in close proximity to the parade, so volunteers can still find time to
attend the festivities.
“There’s definitely a
need down there,” she said.
“A lot of the homes are older
and need revitalizing.”
Habitat for Humanity
was awarded $5,000, which
according to Wilson will
help cover most of the cost
of supplies such as paint,

caulk and brushes. With
about 80 projected volunteers, she’s also hoping to
find a local eatery to donate
food, and has discussed
maybe taking money from
Habitat’s own budget to furnish t-shirts for those helping out on the day of service.
Wilson plans to pull volunteers from the existing
Habitat volunteer base and
will team up with members
of Leadership St. Pete
Alumni Association, who
will provide bagels, donuts
and coffee to volunteers
from their organization who
plan to help out.
“When we have a project like this, it’s easy for us
to mobilize a large group of
volunteers,” said Wilson,
who has many options to
pull from to gather volunteers. Not only can she recruit from St. Petersburg
College (SPC), but many
who’ve painted previously
for the organization are
signed up to take part in the
special event. Overall, she
expects to recruit roughly

Linzy Wilson
80 participants.
Although Habitat for
Humanity has coordinated
many events in the past, this
is the first year they have
partnered up with SPC for
this particular type of day of
service. Wilson hopes to
apply again next year.
“I’m always looking for a
really good way to mobilize
a bunch of volunteers and
engage them in volunteer
activities on MLK Day,” she
said. “I think this is a great
way to do it and to have

funding to help support the
materials is a win, win.”
Volunteers for the day of
service event are pretty
much set, but Wilson encourages anyone who is interested in being a volunteer
on other projects they are
working on to contact Habitat for Humanity.
“We’ve got a lot of stuff
going on,” said Wilson. With
54 homes under construction this year throughout
Pinellas County, there will be
many more opportunities

for folks to get involved.
“We’re grateful to the volunteers that help us out.”
The Day of Service
event will run from 8-2 p.m.
along Walton St. S, with
Stewart -Isom Memorial
Church set as the meeting
grounds. To get involved in
volunteer opportunities, visit
www.habitatpinellas.org/volunteer for more information.
Please send your MLK
Day of Service project photos
to
editor@theweeklychallenger.com by Jan. 17.

SCLC providing for the needy
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — For
the first time, the Pinellas
County chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) has been
awarded the MLK Day of
Service grant in order to provide smiles to the homeless.
Efforts are being put
forth to collect and sort basic
necessities to create 300 wellness kits for the homeless.
The event will take place
Jan. 16 from 2:30-6 p.m. at
Tropicana Field during the
second annual “MLK Dream
Big” Family Fun Festival.

Over the last decade,
Princess Denise Wright,
recording secretary for the
SCLC, has been working to
improve the lives of the
homeless.
“I may not be able to do
everything, but something
helps, and everybody can do
something,” said Wright
when explaining the intent
behind the service project.
Not a stranger to the discomfort of homelessness and
the effects on the person and
their families, Wright saw her
sister go through the struggle.
“When you have family
and you can’t help them then

this [helping others] is what
you do.”
Wright also believes that
having a personal experience
with homelessness has made
her realize that the homeless
are indeed humans and they
just need to be shown that
someone cares.
“Just smile and say hello,”
Wright implored.
Members of the SCLC
are full of energy, excitement
and smiles when it comes to
this project. They assure
everyone that they will be at
the table showing love to anyone who needs help.
Word is being spread
through a contact at St. Vin-

cent de Paul to inform those
in need of personal items. If
you know someone in need,
please share this information.
“The MLK Day of Service grant will allow us to lift
the fallen, restore the broken, show love and compassion and to bless the
hurting,” finished Wright.
The SCLC would like to
thank Annie Tyrell of Annie’s
Beauty Supply for providing
the bags that the item will be
placed in.
SCLC members stopped to pose for a photo,
Please send your MLK Day
and
quickly went back to preparing for their MLK
of Service project photos to ediDay
of Service project and the MLK festivities
tor@theweeklychallenger.com
happening next week.
by Jan. 17.
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New leadership for the MLK parade
PARADE, from front page

thrown into the mix to get
parade participants to come
to St. Petersburg for the big
celebration. They even
managed to secure Tampa
Bay Buccaneers quarterback Jameis Winston as the
grand marshal.
“A lot of people committed to go other places,” said
Copeland, who vows next
year will be a larger parade
with more variety of people
from around the country.
But late start aside, this
year’s lineup is nothing to
turn your back on. There is
still big name bands on the
list, most notably is
FAMU’s famed “Marching
100” Rattlers band.
“We really had to kiss
up to them,” said Parker, acknowledging the college’s
eight-year absence from
the parade was due to the
stigma associated with past
dealings. “They left here on
a bad relationship. They
didn’t really have any intention of coming back to St.
Pete.”

Now with new leadership, however, there seems
to be a feeling of fresh
starts in the air and positivity that everyone involved
hopes will foster more
bands, organizations and
sponsors jumping on board
in coming years.
This year’s big sponsor
for the parade is none other
than, “Your Southside
Lawyer,” James Flynn. In
fact, Flynn’s donations
made the parade portion
possible. Needing to be
funded with private donations, Flynn stepped up to
cover a huge portion of the
parade’s cost.
“I think that it’s important that an African-American business be the
principal sponsor,” said
Flynn, who is honored to
have his name headlining
such an auspicious occasion.
Flynn, along with St. Petersburg residents of every
race and economic status
sees the need in Martin

Luther King, Jr.’s vision and
message continuing.
“We have a job to be
stewards in the community
and provide a good example to the children that are
watching us.”
Flynn acknowledges
that not everyone can pick
up the torch of togetherness in the same way. Some
become activists and fight
for rights and responsibilities for all races, creeds and
religions. Others become
elected officials to make important policy changes.
Still, others fight the battle
on the home front, such as
teachers and preachers,
tasked with the daily struggle of getting the message
of equality out to the
masses.
But in the end, “it’s
about bringing the commutogether,”
said
nity
Copeland.
This year’s parade will
have roughly 103 participants, which even with its
late start is more than the

70 or so from years past.
“It’s actually bigger this
year,” said Copeland.
The first MLK parade
took place in St. Petersburg
in 1986, but this year is
the1st James Flynn “Your
Southside Lawyer” presents the 2017 MLK Dream
Big Parade. A year when
the focus is more community orientated.
Local high school
bands will be performing
such as Lakewood, Gibbs
and St. Pete High, just to
name a few, and half a
dozen out of county bands.
Organizers hope to show
both local and out-of-town
residents that St. Petersburg knows how to pull out
all the stops when it comes
to events.
“I think the MLK Day is
a part of St. Petersburg’s
legacy and that’s something
that my family is going to
be a part of forever,” promised Flynn.
This year, the parade
will start downtown on Cen-

tral Avenue near Bayshore.
The route is set to wind
down MLK Street, maneuver along 1st Avenue South,
before finally filtering into
the Tropicana Field parking
lot along 16th Street South,
culminating with the festival, which will be set up in
Lots 1 and 2.
The parade starts at 11
a.m. and with more major
bands this year, it could
possibly last over two
hours. But don’t worry,
none of the family fun activities will start until the parade is over.
Vendors of all kinds will
be on hand, along with St.
Petersburg College, Eckerd College and the University of South Florida to
provide materials to get
more interested in heading
to college.
Music and entertainment of all kinds will be on
hand and some Day of
Service projects have
agreed to set up in the parking lot, giving out goods

such as toiletries and clothing.
The Family Fun Festival is being sponsored by
LA Clipper basketball great
and local hero to underprivileged youth Marreese
Speights and promises to
have a kid zone stocked
with amusement rides and
games. The Skateboard Alliance will also be there giving away free skateboards,
helmets and knee pads.
Trainers will be on hand to
instruct first timers on how
to use their boards.
So, on the MLK Holiday, volunteer, be a parade
spectator and enjoy a day of
family fun and entertainment, but above all else remember that Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and thousands like him of all races
and socioeconomic backgrounds died to ensure future generations learn how
to work together and see
the positive attributes in
each other. They died for
peace and for a better life.

2016 MLK Parade

MLK lecture series in full swing
HERITAGE, from front page

drew a parallel from one of
Dr. King’s seminal works,
“Where Do We Go from
Here: Chaos or Community?” It was the last book
Dr. King published before
he was assassinated. One
of his speeches, which was
delivered in November of
1966, contained the outline
to his upcoming book,
Leon said, and in this
speech Dr. King mused,
“‘from whence have come,
where are we now and
where do we go from
here?’”
“So that our charge forward as we go forth to
change the world is not
reckless and without direction,” Leon explained, “we
must first understand from
whence we come.”
In the historical context
of enslaved Africans arriving in Virginia in the 1600s,
he said, the colonists, being
good Christians, “found
themselves struggling with
this whole idea of how do
they rationalize enslaving
human beings?”
Laws were enacted to
cover certain gray areas,
such as the status of children born to English fa-

thers but slave mothers,
and whether slaveholders
can be charged with murder for the “casual killing”
of a slave. Since the time
when these African ancestors landed on these
shores, they were viewed
in the eyes of the law
merely as property, personal possessions or
“things.”
“This is our ground
zero in America,” Leon
said. “This is from whence
we come.”
Leon submitted that
the struggle in this country
for African Americans has
never been about civil
rights or human rights, but
the struggle to be recognized as human beings and
not things.
“Even today it is ‘things’
that is being maintained,”
he said, citing many
African Americans who
have lost their lives including Eric Garner, Trayvon
Martin and Tamir Rice.
“We know the stories.”
Do to “patterns of perception” and “systemic
racism,” the reason police
officers or even citizens can
murder unarmed African

Americans is because they
are perceived first as
threats, and “things,” Leon
averred, and as human beings second.
Leon said that he didn’t
believe the police officers
shot these victims of color
simply because the police
officers were white, but
wondered if they would
have felt as threatened if
the perceived perpetrators
had also been white.
“Would this difference
in perception have resulted
in a different emotional response? Would that different emotional response
have given those individuals one more second of
consideration,” he asked.
America has never reconciled this great contradiction, Leon stated. He
said that Dr. King wrote
that with the removal of the
statutes and the passing of
the voting rights act,
there’s been a struggle to
treat the Negro with a degree of decency, not equality.
“That’s not Dr. King the
dreamer,” Leon said, “but
Dr. King the realist.”
These days we find our-

selves in a period of “white
backlash,” he said, with a
resentment directed toward the election of Barack
Obama as the first AfricanAmerican president. In the
minds of many people,
President Obama became
an indicator that the normal distribution of the “balance of power” is askew.
“White backlash,” as
Dr. King had termed it, is
not new, Leon said, citing
such historical examples as
the Dred Scott case of
1857, in which the
Supreme Court ruled
against an enslaved man
who tried to sue for his
freedom, and “convict leasing,” a system of penal
labor practiced in the
South. Widespread race
riots in which whites attacked African Americans
such as the ones during the
“Red Summer” in 1919 and
the 1921 Tulsa, Okla.,
riots where there was a
backlash at the end of the
First World War when jobs
were scarce in cities.
“Whites were agitated
and angry,” Leon said,
“over the fact that African
Americans who had re-

turned from service in
World War I had money,
had training, and they had
a new sense of self, and
they were demanding
equality in housing and
jobs.”
He cited inequalities in
education throughout the
years between white and
black children and the
seemingly perpetually low
socio-economic standing
of many African Americans in this country as
pressing issues. With all
that said, Leon noted, how
do we move forward?
Where do we go from
here?
“Honestly, I don’t
know,” Leon said. “I wish I
could stand here and tell
you that I did...In my opinion, America has taken a
giant step backwards.”
But as African Americans are a resilient people,
he said, “we know what to
do because we’ve done
this before. First, we have
to start reading. We have
to dedicate ourselves to
educating ourselves. We
have to get a firm grasp on
the issues surrounding us
domestically and the is-

Dr. Wilmer Leon
sues surrounding us internationally.”
Americans
African
must understand these issues within the broader
historical context in which
they occur, he noted and
stressed the importance of
the struggle for the collective rather than the individual.
He closed with a quote
from Dr. King: “‘It is time
for the Negro middle class
to rise up from its stool of
indifference, to retreat
from its flight of unreality,
and to bring into its full resources its heart, its mind,
its checkbook, to the aid of
the less fortunate brother
and sister.’”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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‘Are We Better Off? Race, Obama and Public Policy’
LECTURE from front page

W e e ncourage L etters

to the
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historically black college,
Malveaux said she was
“stunned” when Obama cut
funding for HBCUs. The
funding was restored, but it
“was a lot of fighting” and it
set the tone for the relationship between HBCU presidents
and
President
Obama.
“What we learned as
presidents
is
HBCU
that if you criticized President Obama,” she said,
“you’re going to be in trouble. Your school might not
get money, you might not
get discretionary funds, and
so people were very tepid
on an issue that we
should’ve been rallying people around.”
She stated that electoral
politics and black liberation
do not go together, as electoral politics are a necessity,
but not a sufficient condition
for liberation.
African Americans must
vote, she added, because
they must have their say on
resource allocation.
“However, voting will
not get you liberation,” she
averred. “Voting will get you
participation...As long as
people can purchase senators as easily as they purchase potato chips, we are
not going to be liberated
through the electoral
process.”
Concerning economics,
she noted that African
Americans, which comprise
13 percent of the population,
own two percent of the nation’s wealth. They earn
roughly 60 percent of what
whites earn.
Her terms “macroeconomic ecstasy” and “microeconomic angst” refer to the
state of the country where
we see economic growth
and expansion while we
also see people in economic
distress. For a long time,
African Americans “bought
the hype,” that a good job
was all you needed, yet now
more and more of them
know that they have to generate businesses, she said,
and more and more of them
know that they’re going to
have to create jobs within
their communities.
She explained that dollars were cut from the Minority
Business
Development
Agency

under Obama.
“What we saw was very
little economic development
in the African-American
community,”
Malveaux
pointed out. “But we have
continuously not seen economic development in our
community and the challenging part of it is we have
continued to wait for somebody to do it for us as opposed to doing it for
ourselves.”
African Americans were
so happy to have a black
president, she said, that “we
didn’t fuss when things
went wrong.”
She made her feelings
clear that she is not happy
Donald Trump was elected
president, calling him a
“rigid racist.” How do we
begin to resist?” she asked.
We organize locally for local
office.
“Organizing
locally
means making sure you
have people on city councils, on school boards, in
state legislatures, in the governor’s house,” she said.
“That’s really important. We
haven’t been doing that.”
One wake-up call, she
pointed out, is for African
Americans to be far more
regularly engaged with the
political system.
“The wake-up call is for
us to stop saying stuff like,
‘Oh, the political system is
crooked!’ It’s as crooked as
we make it. But we can also
make it less crooked with
our total involvement,” she
said.
Another wake-up call is
for African Americans to obtain personal economic stability, in other words, “we
can’t resist if we don’t have
financial stability.” Malveaux
explained that 12 percent of
African Americans have no
money or assets, and people
can’t take positions unless
they are financially sound.
“We can’t have stable
communities if we’re not
stable individuals,” she remarked, adding that sadly,
many African Americans
don’t believe they should
regularly support and patronize black-owned businesses.
When an African American woman with a doctorate earns less than a white
man with a bachelor’s de-

gree, on average, we know
we have to do something to
encourage economic development in our community,
she said.
The Obama years she
said were important years,
pointing out that we had a
black president who was a
person of class and dignity,
and we may not see that
again in our lifetime.
“But the lesson of the
Obama years was that we
didn’t push hard enough to
get what we needed,”
Malveaux said. “We didn’t
ask specifically for what we
needed. And now we have
someone who we can ask
until the cows come home
and we’re not likely to get
much from him.”
In terms of the transmission of intergenerational
wealth, African- American
people are simply behind,
she said, from a wealth perspective. Part of the reason
that African Americans only
own such a relatively low
percentage of the nation’s
wealth is that that they were
once considered “property”
themselves, and had nothing to pass on to future generations.
“In a contemporary status,” she said, “what you see
is that our young people are
behind. Our young people
are graduating with an average of about $50,000 worth
of debt...Many young Caucasians have parents that
help them with a down payment on a home or will purchase a home. Fewer
African Americans have
that opportunity.”
As a result, many young
African Americans are still
living at home and generally
moving out, getting married
and having children later in
life. The lack of wealth also
impacts African Americans
from an entrepreneurial
perspective, she said, because they are less likely to
have the money needed to
start businesses.
She underscored the
importance of political activism, personal financial security and community
security in changing things
for the better.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

L-R, Dr. Gerald Horne, Dr. Wilmer Leon, Dr. Julianne Malveaux
and Rev. Clarence Williams
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Hair by Ahsile: Giving back to the community Leadership skills key
focus of school club

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — If
you’re homeless, a shampoo
and haircut can represent
more than just basic grooming; it could possibly elevate
a person’s self-respect and
restore their self-esteem.
With minutes in a hairdresser’s chair, they are offered hope and possibly
re-entry into society.
Anthony J. Jones and
wife Lynda Kemp-Jones
have been addressing that
need by offering free haircare services to the homeless twice a year. Their 2017
MLK Day of Service grant
will be used to help continue
this valuable and muchneeded assistance for people
who are less fortunate.
In 2006 Jones and his
wife purchased Hair by Ahsile LLC Hair Salon and
wanted to find a way to give
back to the community.
“The Lord laid it on my
heart to give free haircuts,”
said Anthony.
First they partnered with

Project Homeless Connect,
which offered free haircuts
at a yearly event, but Anthony wanted to do more.
The Joneses moved forward and started their own
project entitled “Free Haircuts for the Homeless.”
In 2012, that venture
evolved into their own foundation named Ebyone,
which is Hebrew for needy.
Anthony’s sister Brenda
Gilbert is now the owner of
Sherry O’Brien cutting hair at
Hair by Ahsile, and the
Hair by Ahsile for homeless people
salon is still the location of
from Tent City and Safe Harbor in 2013.
this bi-yearly event.
For the fifth year, the nate their expertise and time sist them with transportasalon will provide free sham- to this event, which usually tion.
With a master’s degree
poo, haircuts, basic mani- average 50-75 people.
In the days leading up to in mental health counseling,
cures and shaves on the
actual Day of Service. Serv- the event, Gilbert and the Anthony feels that the free
ices will be available for men, Joneses will reach out to services offered make a poswomen and children. The Pinellas Hope, The Salvation itive impact in the lives of
salon will have approxi- Army and St. Vincent De others. He explained that
mately 10-23 volunteer stu- Paul homeless shelters to some people taking advandents
from
local identify people who are in tage of their services are
going on job interviews and
cosmetology schools to help need of their services.
“If no transportation is can’t afford the cost of a trip
service as many clients as
possible in a timely manner. available, we go and pick to the salon.
“I think it’s important to
Gilbert, along with Ah- them up ourselves,” said Ansile stylist and barbers thony, who is grateful to Pas- the community because anyCatina Dickens, David Jones tor Deborah Hill of New one can be homeless at any
and Delbert Jones, will do- Hope of Glory Ministries for time,” he concluded.
providing a van for free to as-

Caring for veterans
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Veterans in St. Pete will get
some winter blankets and
cozy hoodies this Martin
Luther King, Jr. Holiday to
help them keep warm
thanks to Excellerated
Youth, a charitable youth
development organization.
Dwayne Hunt, a St.
Pete resident for more than
20 years, launched Excellerated Youth in 2014,
and the group aims to
get young people from the
ages of 18-24 involved
in doing good for their com-

munity. The day before the
holiday, Hunt plans to have
everyone gather and put together the packages and on
Monday, Jan. 16 they will
hit the streets.
“We’re going to get together as a group,” Hunt
explained, “and we’ll go to
the different facilities to
pass out the care packages.”
The members will be
distributing these packages
to male and female veterans
in rehabilitation centers,
nursing homes and homeless shelters throughout St.
Pete. Aside from winter
blankets and hoodies, pack-

ages will include such personal items as razors, aftershave, cosmetics and other
toiletries.
This is Excellerated
Youth’s first MLK Day of
Service project and Hunt
estimates about a dozen
young people will participate, but that number could
increase as the day of service draws closer.

Hunt said what he admires most about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his
philosophy was his “enthusiasm to generate peace.”
As for his own personal outlook, he believes that “you
get out of life what you put
into life,” adding that he
looks forward to helping
his community and doing
more projects in the future.

BY DEMORRIS A. LEE
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Two Fairmount Park Elementary fifth-graders sat
across from one another
recently searching for a
resolution. It was what
they had been practicing
recently during their
Leadership Club meetings: how to mediate conflict amongst peers in a
peaceful manner.
After several rounds of
back and forth, a compromise had been accomplished. The process
worked.
Select fifth-graders at
Fairmount Park Elementary are members of the
school’s Leadership Club,
which
meet
every
Wednesday. The club
members work on strategies and skills that they
hope to employ school
wide. The skills include
leadership abilities, peerto-peer conflict resolution
and the elements of good
character.

“This club provides
students the opportunity
to practice being a leader,
being respectful and it’s a
training ground for them,”
said Candice Nyarkoh, a
Fairmount Park Elementary counselor and the
Leadership Club advisor.
“This all prepares them
for middle school.”
Students from the University of South Florida,
St. Petersburg (USFSP)
works with the students
during the school and
throughout the summer.
There are also leadership
clubs at Lakewood, Maximo and Campbell Park
Elementary schools.
“This is a very important club for the students,”
said Jessica Jagodzinski, a
USFSP sophomore and elementary
education
major. “They are learning
about what conflict is, how
to identify it and what actions to take. And when
they are learning these
skills, they are learning
them in a way that’s enjoyable.”

Fairmount Park Elementary fifth-graders
practice how to conduct a peer mediation
session during a recent meeting.
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ANSO foster Salvation Army
MLK project
BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Tampa Bay Chapter
of the Association of Naval
Service Officers (ANSO)
continues their four-year
Sallie House project for
the St. Petersburg Salvation Army as part of the
MLK Day of Service.
“We provide hope for
the less privileged,” said
Commander David Negron-Alicea, who is an
ANSO member and project leader.
ANSO has worked
with the Salvation Army
since 2013 after noticing
their children’s shelter
needed some revamping.
They worked with members to discuss ideas and
requests while coming up
with a few of their own.
“We give our wishes,
they provide the service,”
said Rand-lyn Farrell, director of development for
the Salvation Army.
The Salvation Army’s
Sallie House shelters children who are removed
from their home due to
abuse, abandonment or
neglect. The house takes
in 24 children from birth
to 17 years old until a possible family reunion or
adoption.
ANSO is a non-profit
organization that is part of
the United States Sea
the
Navy,
Services:
Marines and Coast Guard.
Their main initiative is recruiting Hispanic Americans
into
military
personnel roles such as
naval officers through education and support.
The Sallie House is
part of ANSO’s community outreach services in

Tampa Bay, which includes Feed America and
the Ronald McDonald
House, but the Sallie
House is their biggest outreach.
Every January, Coast
Guard volunteers spend
one week working on the
house. Some of their previous services have included cleaning and
painting the house, along
with adding a butterfly
garden and bicycle rack.
Last year, the group donated a computer center
for entertainment and educational services.
This year, Negron-Alicea said the group plans
to add two water fountains
in the backyard, along
with awnings for shaded
spots. Other planned services include giving out
children’s clothing, replenishing the butterfly garden and washing the
building.
“It is an ongoing
process to improve the
center,” Negron-Alicea
said.
Earlier this week, the
crew set up an umbrella
shaded post next to the
playground along with another shaded area in the
backyard. Around 25 volunteers will work on the

project this year.
Coast Guard officer
David McCarthy has been
a volunteer since 2015. He
has found the project to be
a rewarding experience
for his company.
“For only a few days,
we help manpower the
house,” he said.
Marissa Massey, who
serves as MT2 (machine
technician second-class),
started volunteering last
year, and enjoys the opportunity to serve the
community.
“I’m excited to work
for something special, especially for children,”
Massey said.
On January 16, ANSO
will host a celebration for
the project’s completion.
The event will provide
rides, activities, refreshments and entertainment
for the children as well as
the volunteers and foster
families.
“We give them an example of hope that things
can get better to build a
brighter future,” NegronAlicea said about the project’s importance.
Please send your MLK
Day of Service project photos to editor@theweeklychallenger.com by Jan. 17.

Keith Young moves to his
heavenly home
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN

ST. PETERSBURG —
Farewell services honoring the life of Keith
Richard Young were held
at Bethel Community Baptist Church Dec. 29. Over
300 people from the community that Young loved
and served so much came
out to pay tribute to this
wonderful family man,
friend, community leader,
activist and businessman.
Young was born in
Kingston, Jamaica, on August 31, 1942. He graduated from Holmwood
Technical High School
and moved to New York
where he received a bachelor’s
degree
from
Medgar Evers College in
1978.
Young’s professional
career evolved along multiple paths. He served in
the United States Air
Force and Coast Guard,
retiring after 24 years of
service with the United
States Army.
As a successful entrepreneur he owned Young’s
Income Tax, Caribbean
Palm Tree Bar and Grill
and the Villa Cabana, an
assisted living facility.
Despite Young’s business ventures, he was
equally involved in his
community. He diligently
served with the NAACP,
Youth Build Program,
Council of Neighborhood
Associations and the
Uhuru Movement. He was
a member of the Civilian
Review
Committee,
served as treasurer for the
Happy Workers Board of
Directors and advocated
for the economic development for the small business sector in south St.
Petersburg.
Young’s greatest love
of all was for the youth in

the community. His
daughter Pye YoungCalvin said that her father
was a big proponent of holistic educational opportunities for the youth.
“To not only learn from
what’s in a book but also
with their hands,” she said.
Young-Calvin
described her father as the
well-rounded and fun-loving dad that any child
would have loved to have.
She mentioned how he
would make a game out of
driving to school by pretending they were being
chased.
“By the time you
would get to school you’re
frazzled, but you’re there
and you’re alive.”
Young’s niece Joan
Passley moved from up
north to live with his family and reflected his bottomless
well
of
encouragement, and longtime friend Pop Lancaster
talked about how he valued their friendship be-

cause Young always had
something uplifting to say
and encouraged everyone
to take the high road.
Officiating over the
ceremony was Rev. Dr.
Manuel L. Sykes, who provided words of comfort for
his family, friends and the
community.
Young departed his
earthly home Sunday,
Dec. 18, leaving behind his
wife for 44 years, Florette
F. Young and their children
Patrice Young and daughter Pye-Calvin Young. Also
left to cherish his memory
is his brother Eric Young,
sister Valda E. Williams
and grandchildren Jared
Austin Young and AvaEtana Calvin, along with a
host of nieces, nephews,
cousins and other extended family and friends.
Young was interred at
Sarasota National Cemetery on Friday, Dec. 30.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Local Chapter Honors STEM professionals
ST. PETERSBURG —
In celebration of the release of the movie ‘Hidden
Figures,’ the ladies of Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. and the
Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County,
Inc. co-hosted a private
showing of the film Thursday, Jan. 5 at the Muvico
Sundial Theater in downtown St. Petersburg. More
than 260 guests attended
the special viewing and reception.
‘Hidden Figures’ tells
the real-life story of mathematician Katherine Johnson and her colleagues
Dorothy Vaughan and

Mary Jackson who helped
launch astronaut John
Glenn into space. The
three women are also
members of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority.
Prior to the screening,
sorority members, students and community
partners recognized and
acknowledged the trio depicted in the movie along
with other science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM) professionals.
Honorees include:
Julia Burke
BS: Biology at Edward
Waters College
MS: Public Health at
Florida A & M University
STEM Profession: Aspires
to attend medical
school and become an OBGYN

Dr. Sherrisse Bryant
BS: Biochemistry at
Florida A & M University
Ph.D.: Chemistry at LSU
STEM Profession: Visiting instructor of chemistry at USF
Gladys Cummings
BS: Mathematics at
Stillman College
MA: Math Instruction
and Curriculum at USF
STEM Profession: Retired mathematics professor at SPC
Joi B. Davies
BS: Mathematics at
Florida A & M University
MA: Adult Education
at USF
STEM Profession: Associate professor of mathematics at SPC
Dr. Delphinia Davis
BS: Construction Engineering Technology at
Florida A & M University
MBA/Ph.D.: Accounting at Capella University

STEM Profession: Licensed General Contractor and owner, Pinnacle
Contracting Group
Faya Forde
BS: Pharmacy at
Florida A & M University
STEM Profession: Retired pharmacist
Marilyn W. Fudge,
MD, MHA
BS: Microbiology/BA:
Chemistry at UF/USF
MD: Medicine at UF
College of Medicine
MHA: Health Administration at USF
STEM Profession: Assistant OB-GYN Residency Program Director
and OB-GYN
Sandra J. Gibson
BS: Industrial Engineering at Rochester Institute of Technology
MS: Industrial and
Manufacturing Engineering at Rochester Institute
of Technology

STEM
Profession:
Principal Industrial Engineer
Shauna Gilstrap McCallister
BS: Electrical Engineering at Florida A&M
MS: Electrical Engineering at Georgia Institute of Technology
STEM Profession: Sr.
Product Manufacturing
Engineer
Monica McIntosh
BS:
Biology
at
Tuskegee University
STEM Profession: Educator
Manitia Moultrie
BS: Biology/Chemistry at FSU
MS: Engineering Management at USF
Profession:
STEM
Principal Environmental
Engineer and North
America Power Sector
Leader

Myrtle Williams (deceased)
BA: Mathematics at
Talladega College
MA: Education at USF
(Interviewed with NASA
before beginning her career in education)
STEM
Profession:
Mathematics
educator
and Associate Provost at
SPC
“This was an amazing
opportunity for our chapter along with the AKA
AKAdemy to host the special movie screening.
Community support of
films such as ‘Hidden Figures’ is important to ensure that our stories and
accomplishments
continue to be embraced and
told on the big screen.
The brilliant women depicted in the movie and
recognition of our honorees will help spur more
young people to pursue
STEM careers,” said
Manitia Moultrie, AKA
AKAdemy program director.
Movie goers are encouraged to support and
view the movie with
friends, family and students. For tickets, visit
www.HiddenFiguresTickets.com.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority celebrates release
of ‘Hidden Figures’

Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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36th Annual MLK
High School Essay
Contest Finals
Thurs., Jan. 12
7:00 p.m.

St. Petersburg
Celebrates
Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
• 36th ANNUAL MLK HIGH
SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST
FINALS
Thursday, Jan. 12 @ 7 p.m.
Students make their final oratorical
presentations at the Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. Free and
open to the public. Contact Lynette
Buchanan for more info at 727-8937134.
• DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING
JR. CANDLELIGHT VIGIL
Saturday, Jan. 14 @ 6 p.m.
Carter G. Woodson African American
Museum, 2240 Ninth Ave. S.
• MLK INTERFAITH MEMORIAL
SERVICE
Sunday, Jan. 15 from 4-6 p.m.
Christ Gospel Church, 2512 22nd
Ave. S. “Injustice Anywhere is a
Threat to Justice Everywhere”
Keynote speaker: Jason Charos, senior at Gibbs High Schoo. Featuring
local choirs and winner of the MLK
Student Essay contest. Sponsored by
Interfaith Tampa Bay. 727-560-2567.
• “MLK DREAM BIG” BLOCK
PARTY
Sunday, Jan. 15 from 6-9 p.m.
Along The Deuces, 22nd Street S.
from Ninth to 13th Avenues. Featuring Florida A & M University and
Tuskegee University marching
bands, local jazz bands and high
schools bands and more.
• 31st ANNUAL MLK LEADERSHIP AWARDS BREAKFAST
Monday, Jan. 16 @ 7:30 a.m.
Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N.
Keynote speaker: Roslyn Brock,
NAACP National Board Chair. Presented by St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section / National Council of
Negro Women Inc. Contact: 727-8966556. Tickets, $30/advance;
$35/door, available at Coliseum Box
Office, 727-892-5202 orMlkbreakfaststpete.eventbrite.com
• FIFTH ANNUAL MLK DAY OF
SERVICE
Monday, Jan. 16 from 8-6 p.m.
Locations throughout St. Petersburg
• spcollege.edu/MLKservice
• 32nd ANNUAL “MLK DREAM
BIG” PARADE
Monday, Jan. 16 @ 11 a.m.
Please note new route this year! MLK
Parade reverses course for 2017: Parade begins at Central Ave. and 2nd
St., proceeds west to MLK/9th St.,
turns south for one block, then turns
west, proceeds along 1st Ave. S. to
16th St., turns south again to 3rd
Ave. S, disbanding near Tropicana
Field Lot 1. Grand Marshal: Jameis
Winston, Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
More info: www.MLKdreambig.com
• 2nd ANNUAL “MLK DREAM
BIG” 2017 FAMILY FUN
FESTIVAL
Monday, Jan. 16. From 2:30-8
p.m.
Immediately following the MLK Parade. East side of Tropicana Field,
Parking Lot 7A. Free admission. Free
activities, games and more. Live entertainment, Kids Zone, food and art
vendors (items available for purchase). Disabled parking in Trop Lot
6, enter from 1st Ave. S. near 14th St.
Some public parking in Tropicana
Lots 8 and 9. For more info or for
vendors to register, call 727-3217919 or visit www.MLKdreambig.com.
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RIGHT: King is sprawled
across the police desk
as his wife looks on
stunned. He was
arrested for loitering at
the Montgomery
Courthouse and
released when his
identity became known
to the police.

ABOVE: The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. is welcomed
with a kiss by his wife Coretta after leaving court in
Montgomery, Ala., March 22, 1956. King was found
guilty of conspiracy to boycott city buses in a
campaign to desegregate the bus system, but a
judge suspended his $500 fine pending appeal

LEFT: Martin Luther King, Jr. was arrested in Birmingham,
Alabama on April 12, 1963 for demonstrating without a permit.
During his 11 days in jail there, he wrote “Letter
from Birmingham Jail” in response to a letter published
by Alabama clergymen that criticized King’s use of jail time to
demonstrate civil injustice.

LEFT: Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. lying in state in
Memphis as his
colleagues pay their
respects (right to left)
Andrew Young,
Bernard Lee and Rev.
Ralph Abernathy.

ABOVE: Good Friday, 1963: Fred Shuttlesworth,
Ralph Abernathy and Martin Luther King, Jr. taking part
in civil rights demonstrations in Birmingham.
LEFT: On April 4,
1968, Reverend
Martin Luther King
Jr. was standing
on the balcony of
the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis
Tennessee when
he was shot dead.
As news spread,
rioting broke out
across the
country.

ABOVE: Mom & Dad with Dexter, Martin 3rd and Bernice King
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church
4301 13th Avenue South
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

(Childs Park Rec. Center)
Saint Petersburg
11 A.M. Sunday

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850
@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Sunday
Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

Mission Statement

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Your church ad
could be here
contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a lost
world hungry and thirsty for
the word of God. At St. Mark,
we as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for the awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for January 2017
Jan 16 - Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day-Church Office
Closed
Jan 17 - Church Outing:
True Light Missionary Baptist
Church-7:00 p.m.
Celebrating Pastor and
Church’s 23rd Anniversary

Jan 21 - C.O.L.O.R.S, Workshop (Courage to Overcome
Life’s Obstacles Regardless of
my Situation) 10:00 a.m.-3:30
p.m. at St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church (1301 37th
Street South in St. Petersburg,
FL 33711). Free one-day Girls’
Empowerment Workshop designed to address public safety
by providing self-defense
strategies and awareness of
human trafficking. It will also
address the physical, emotional and academic needs of
girls in elementary, middle and
high school. Registration and
breakfast begin at 9:15 a.m.
Jan 25-27 - Congress No. 2
–Host Church TB
Jan 29 - Mission Emphasis
and Operation Love (Church
Visitation to Sick and Shut-in
Members)
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.

Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public are
invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children
in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

First Mt. Zion MBC
“Let the elders that rule
well be counted worthy of
double honour, they who
labour especially in the word
and doctrine.” 1st Timothy 5:17
All are invited to attend
an Appreciation Banquet, celebrating 25 years of service

for Pastor Wallace and Sister
Mae Elliott. Sponsored by
the Unity Choir and the
Unity Day Committee, this
joyous event will take place
on Saturday, Jan. 14 from 6 –
9 p.m. at the Childs Park
YMCA, 691 43rd St. S.

Tickets are $30 (adults)
and $10 (children) and may
also be purchased at the
door. For additional information, please contact (727)
565-6873. Thank you in advance for your support.

Friendship MBC
YOUR INVITATION TO
THE CHURCH WHERE WE
KNOW “IT'S JUST NICE TO
BE NICE” - COME TO THE
SHIP AND SEE FOR YOURSELF - Need a place to call
home, we're not perfect, all of
us have sinned and fallen short,
you can come here just as you
are, seeking a Word from the
Lord,
great
Teaching
(Wednesday In The Word,
Noon Day and at 7:00 pm, Also
Youth Enrichment, alittle
something full of Fun and Spiritual designed just for the children and Preaching is what
you desire, well, look no further...The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which is
often referred to as “THE
SHIP”, will hold their regular
Worship Sunday Services at
7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor and
the Official Board stand ready
to WELCOME YOU.
January at the Ship
3nd Annual Memorial
Service
Third Sunday, January 15,
2017 at the 10:45 am Worship
Service
“GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN”
All Family and Friends are
Cordially Invited to attend this

Tribute for your Love One who
went from Labor to Reward in
2016.
Lovingly hosted by the
Pastor, Deaconess, Deacons,
& Youth Ministry
1st QUARTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
SATURDAY, JANUARY
21, 2017 - 10:00 AM – All Leadership are expected to be in Attendance
WINTER CHURCH REVIVAL
JANUARY 23, 24, AND 25,
2017 AT 7:00 PM NIGHTLY
BISHOP LEWIS SHERMAN, REVIVALIST
“A NEW YEAR AND NO
FEAR” - 2ND TIMOTHY 1:7
POST
ANNUAL
CHURCH CALL MEETING
JANUARY 27, 2017 AT
7:00 PM
FIFTH
SUNDAY
SCHEDULE
January 29, 2017 - 8:00 am
– Church School – 8:45 am –
Worship Service and Installation of Officers
TRIBE OF SIMEON
(FEBRUARY) PLEASE SEE
YOUR CAPTAINS DEA.
ARTHUR REESE AND SIS.
LELA NEWKIRK AS YOU
ARE PREPARING FOR FEBRUARY
WEDNESDAY
NIGHT LIVE FELLOWSHIP.

TRIBE
OF
GAD
(MARCH) ALL OF THOSE
FRIENDSHIP MEMBERS
WHO ARE BORN IN THE
MONTH OF MARCH ARE
ASK TO SEE SIS. CYNTHIA
PIERCE, TRIBE CAPTAIN,
SHE NEEDS TO UPDATE
HER LIST.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.
"REMEMBER
AND
PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND
WOMEN IN UNIFORM AS
WELL AS OUR VETERANS
THIS NEW YEARS"

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

A New Name - Revelation 2:12-17
Our names speak of our identity, our
power and our destiny. Like the Church at
Pergamos, if we don’t like what we have
been called or who we have been, then we
have the opportunity to receive a new name
on a white stone. The white stone represents a pure conscious wiped clean of the
past and a new reflects a new idea that we
desire to manifest.
Often, we try to start anew holding on to
the good of our past. Many of us base our
current identity on the accomplishments of
our past (degrees, milestones, etc.). Enjoy
each blessing that you receive then release
it. God is able to do even greater works
through you.
Not only must we let go of the good of
our past, we must also let go of what has
been labeled as bad. Every experience is

our teacher. We learn and grow from things
that do not appear to be good. It may not
have felt good to us but it was good for us.
Remember, all things including the bad are
working together for our highest good (Romans 8:28).
Finally, we must free ourselves from the
ugly things that have been said and done to
us. Sometimes we hold on to the ugly so
that people can feel sorry for us. We keep
telling the same story over and over again
so that we can justify our actions or excuse
our behaviors.
A new name requires letting go of the
old name completely including the good, the
bad and the ugly. It is stated in the Buddhist
tradition, “in order for us become who we
are destined to be, we must let go of what
we are.”
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